The following article is taken from the November issue of a Newsletter from Chris Pyre. He
gives his permission to use any parts of his newsletters. It is a much longer article and you can
log onto the his website to see the rest of it.

I've written about it extensively and shown hundreds of people how to do it. I've even made a DVD about
it. Yet I still get emails from carvers who find sharpening their tools an
unsatisfying experience; anything from a chore to a misery.

Here's the deal:

I've often said that to carve well, you must be able to sharpen
your carving tools correctly, properly.

Why 'must'?
And what does 'properly' mean

The relationship between your carving tools and yourself is like a musician playing their instrument: you
cannot separate the instrument from the music.

It's not just that you need your carving tools to carve, but your carving tools cannot to be separated from
the act of carving itself.

In the same way that the state of the instrument and it's tuning significantly influences the quality of sound
coming out, the state of your carving tools - how they have been sharpened - will significantly affect your
carving.

If @ musician wants to progress and play to their heart's content, they will get a decent instrument, learn
how to tune it and always look after it.

If you want to progress in carving you must get 'decent’ tools, and learn to sharpen and look after them.
That's it; bottom line. Tuning is what musicians do; sharpening is what woodcarvers do.

If you can't do it, then you've got problems which you could well do without as a woodcarver. That's why
I'm saying 'must'.

I think most beginners understand what I'm getting at here and probably hate me banging on.
It's the next bit that they struggle with: What exactly do I need to do .

1: I don'tcare.

You can sharpen by hand on benchstones. You can use honing wheels. You can use a house brick tied to a
pineapple. I don't really care how you get there (and I've told you where you want to get to), as /long as
you do.

There is no moral highground in any one approach. The essential thing is getting the tool working as
efficiently as possible. What matters at the end of the day is the result: your finished work. The tools are
merely a means to the end. If the method you use doesn't get you what you need, change it.

2: Skill
Sharpening is a skill. You need to learn it and practice it. Carve (and therefore sharpen) every day and
you'll soon get on top of it. Carve once a month and give little attention to sharpening and you'll struggle.
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3: Bevels

Sharpening means controlled removal of metal, in specific amounts and in specific places, until you get
what you want.

The only place you remove it from is the bevel (outside or inside). The cutting edge arises from this.
You don't sharpen the edge,; you sharpen the bevel.

Sharpening, as a skill, is not a big one compared to carving itself.
If you know you have it in you to carve, then you certainly can get that sharpening under your belt.

One for the Bench:

"Some people say that the prevailing mood in the world today is one of powerlessness. Decisions about
political, economic and environmental issues all seem to be made somewhere beyond our reach. What can
the individual accomplish in the face of the huge institutions that run our world? This feeling of
powerlessness fuels a vicious cycle that only worsens the situation and people's sense of futility.
At the opposite extreme of this sense of powerlessness lies the Lotus Sutra's philosophy that the inner
determination of one individual can transform everything.
It is a teaching that gives ultimate expression to the infinite potential and dignity inherent in the life of each
human being".

~ Daisaku Ikeda
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A Couple more Top of Maine Christmas Tree

Moulton Farms

Carving Wood

Maine Basswood and Butternut
123 Moulton Rd., Pittston ME 04345
Tele: 207-582-2515

Email: wgmoulton@earthlink.net
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Notice of publication7he Maine Carver is published monthly by the Maine Wood Carvers
Association, a non-profit 501 (C)(3) organization dedicated to the education, promotion, and
advancement of artists who express themselves in wood.

Please submit all material for The Maine Carver before the 25" of the month for the next month's
publication.

Membership Fees: Individual Member: $15, Family $22.50, annually. All membership fees are
due and payable by September 1.

The Maine Carver accepts advertisements without making any guarantees implied or otherwise as
to the quality of products or services advertised, or delivery of these products/services. The Maine
Wood Carvers Association shall not be held accountable for typos and other errors appearing in

The Maine Carver.
Advertising in the MAINE CARVER

Members (non professional) are permitted one free 1/8 page advertisement in any month.

ALL other advertisements are charged
according to the following schedule:

4 page ad = $20 per month - $240/yr
4 page ad = $10 per month - $120/yr
Y% page ad = $5 per month - $60/yr

Yapg=3.25"x9.5"0or 6.5 x4.75”
Vapg=3.25"x4.75"

Y pg =3.25" x2.25”

[A non-professional does not sell carvings]

A s page ad approximates a business size card]

Payment for advertising, made by check made out to Maine Woodcarvers Association, must be received in advance
by;

Barbara McCutcheon, Editor
13 Liberty Street
Fairfield, ME 04937
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Membership in the Maine Wood Carvers Assoc. runs from September 1, and ending September 1
the following year.

All members receive a newsletter, The Maine Carver, on a monthly basis. However, occasionally a
double month issue is printed, e.g., during the summer when there is little news or the post-show
issue. If you do not receive the newsletter, contact our Newsletter Editor, Barbara McCutcheon at
13 Liberty Street, Fairfield, ME 04937 or call (207) 453-6048 or email barb72 @hotmail.com
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Maine Wood Carvers Association

Quick Info/Contact List

Chapters

CAPITAL CARVERS
*Every Thursday, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
George Gunning Workshop
Legion Park Road, Windsor ME
FMI: (207) 445-2688 or 445-2078

CARVER STREET CARVERS
*Every Tuesday, 1:00 — 3:00 p.m.
Seton Village Senior Center
1 Carver Street, Waterville ME
FMI: Barbara McCutcheon (207) 453-6048

COASTAL CARVERS
#4™ Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
D & L Printers, Route 1, Newcastle ME,
FMI: Jim Wade, (207) 563-2034

McGAFFEY MOUNTAIN WOODCARVERS
#1 and 3" Wednesdays
Vienna Community Center
FMI: Norma Wing (207)293-3725

POLAND SPRING CARVERS
3" Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
Richer Memorial Library
Main Street, Poland ME
FMI: Chuck Friis, (207) 998-2436

SOUTH COAST CARVERS,
#4™ Tuesday, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.
Wal Mart Plaza, Woodcraft
Woodbury Av, Newington NH
FMI: George Calef, (603) 664-2813

STREAKED MOUNTAIN WOOD CARVERS
#2" Saturday, 1:00 p.m.
FMI: Bob Perry, (207) 388-2472

TOP OF MAINE CARVERS
Tom Cote’, 8 Summit St.
Limestone ME 04750,
FMI: (207) 325-4258

*Check for possible changes in schedule.

Affiliated Carving Group
Downeast Woodcarvers

Ed Hawkes, (207) 288-5746

MWCA web site address:
http://mainewoodcarvers.org

Officers

President

Robert H. Perry

80 Gammon Road
Sumner ME 04292
(207) 388-2472
merribob@megalink.net

Vice President
Charles R. Friis
7 Second Avenue
Poland Springs ME 04274
(207) 998-2436
charfriis@aol.com

Secretary

Kathy Webster

P. O. Box 397

Sabattus ME 04280

(207 449-6864

Kathy webster@myfairpoint.net

Treasurer

Wilma Sarna

336 Harpswell Islands Road

Harpswell ME 04079

(207) 729-5838
wsarna@yahoo.com

Directors

Past President
Dave Brown
32 Burleigh Street
Waterville ME 04901-7304
(207) 873-3370
browndav@roadrunner.com

At Large:
Carol Durgin
73 Bridge Road
Brunswick ME 04011
(207) 442-7005
Sibs3@suscom-maine.net

BOARD OF D

RECTORS

Capital Carvers
Loyd Clark
226 So. Belfast Rd.
Windsor, ME 04363
207-445-2688
Iclark@fairpoint.net

Carver Street Carvers
Barbara McCutcheon
13 Liberty Street
Fairfield ME 04937
(207) 453-6048
barb72@hotmail.com

Coastal Carvers
Karen Knowles
15 Crawford Drive
Bath ME 04530
(207) 443-3262
delphine@suscom-maine.net

McGaffey Mountain Woodcarvers
Norma Wing
PO Box 41
Vienna, ME 04350
(207) 293-3725
normawing@fairpoint.net

Poland Spring Carvers
Charles Friis
7 Second Avenue
Poland Spring ME 04274
(207) 998-2436
charfriis@aol.com

South Coast Carvers
Bob Philippe
11 Deborah Avenue
Sanford ME 04073
(207) 490-1003
duckcvr@psouth.net

Streaked Mountain

Wood Carvers
Robert H. Perry
80 Gammon Road
Sumner ME 04292
(207) 388-2472
merribob@megalink.net

Top of Maine Carvers
Thomas Cote’
8 Summit Street
Limestone ME 04750
(207) 325-4258
cote@leseagles.org

Representative to NEWC
Paul Durant

9 Roy Street

Rochester NH 03867

(603) 332-3247
pauldurant@verizon.net

CURATOR OF BIRDS
Kathy Webster

Sabattus ME 04280
(207) 449-6864; kathy_webster@myfairpoint.net

P. O. Box 397

Bird studies available for loan to members

RESOURCE LOAN PROGRAM -

If you would be willing to loan books,
magazine articles, video tapes, study casts
or anything else related to carving and
painting,
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send your list to




) Barbara McCutcheon, Editor
L 22°%5. 13 Liberty Street

E/( DLV Fairfield, ME 04937
==/ | (207)453-6048

"S5’ email: barb72@hotmail.com

HIGHLIGHTS !
In this issue .......

Chapter Reports & Notices
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