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For those of you that don’t know about or get Chris Pye's | information on

his website. The latest addition is a downloadable book on choosing and sha it he asksthat a
donation be made to a charity. He originally wrote the booklet for purchase, . Hissiteis:
http://www.chrispye-woodcarving.com

If anyone’sinterested in chip carving, thereisinstruction and a cou, site:

http://www.carvingpatterns.com/chip.htm . Also, there are other free patterns and other how-to info there. Here is one that
has tutorials on chip carving [and other tutorials too]: http://www.2carve.com/chip.php
This site has a couple more intricate chip carving patterns for you: http://bellsouthpwp.net/h/u/hudspeth _m/Pattern.htm.

The other day, | got a package of course offerings from Experience Woodworking at McLaughlin Woodsin
Canterbury, NH. They are mostly furniture making, etc courses. If anyone isinterested, I'll try to get some to the various
groups. Also, you can visit their website at: www.experiencewoodworking.com.

The Sportsman’s Show is April 1-2 this year and we should have a table there that needs to be manned [or woman-
ed] during thetimeit isopen. Thisisagreat place to show off our friendship canes. In the past, they have generated alot of
interest from the public.

The annual meeting will be on Saturday, April 1¥ at 12:30 pm at the Great Wall Buffet, 1 Anthony Ave. in Augusta.
It islocated off Civic Center Dr. [main rd.] heading toward Belgrade. After going under the Interstate 95 overpass and by the
entrance/exits, there is an Irving Gas Station on left, turn left onto the road just beyond the station [into the Industrial Park].
Then turn left at the next road [you should see the restaurant on your left after you turn into the Industrial Park — large
lettering on top of the building]. The outside of the building looks ‘rough’, nothing at al like the inside. They have a LARGE
selection of foodsin the buffet, oriental and other foods. They even had some sushi, if that interests you. They had several
seafood choices with lots of shrimp in them [not just ‘sealegs']. They aso have a Mongolian grill, where you pick what
veggies, meats, and liquids you want ‘ stir-fried’ by the chef. There’ s also a wide choice of fruits [even fresh pineapple] and
desserts. The cost of the lunch was $6.35 for all-you-can-eat. They aso have a menu of lunch specials for under $5. I've
reserved their meeting room for us and we will make our own choices from the buffet or menu. There's also a 10% discount
for senior citizens[I didn’t notice this until | had eaten and paid the other day]. | ‘forced myself’ to try the lunch buffet
before | made the arrangements. ;0D

If anyone has a suggestion for a program or speaker for the Annual Meeting, please contact me ASAP. Email :
Iclark@pivot.net or phone : (207) 445-2688.

Also notice we now have our own website, although the ‘old’ link will work for ayear.




Chapter Reports

Central Maine Carvers
No report this month
Jim Violette

Coastal Carvers

February 25: Carol Durgin called the meeting to
order. Nineteen people were in attendance.
Announcements were made concerning the annual
meeting in Augusta and other shows. See
information in this newsletter. Fliers will soon be
available to distribute for the Downeast Show.

Show-n-Tell was next: Gnome, duck, heart and
arrow pins, chicken pull-toy, tupelo owl, walking
stick, mice, pumpkin head people, feather pins, stick
bird, basswood bear, maple polar bear and cub, deer
relief carving, leprechaun, raccoon in Santa hat,
tiger....

Photo: Ed Beach

After refreshments, we settled down to carving
otters. Jim Wade wasthe facilitator and asks that
each person be reminded to bring them back next
time to finish. It was a greattime on a chilly
afternoon. Seeyou in March.

Barbara Wade

South Coast Carvers

No report this month.
George Calef, Secretary
Bob Philippe, Editor

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers

January news:

At the last meeting it was proposed to elect a slate of
officers to conduct the business of Streaked Mountain
Wood Carvers. After some discussion, it was
requested to have Bob Perry list the officers and their
duties he feels are necessary. As he has been taking
care of all the affairs of the club to-date, it was felt he
would know what would be required. You will find
attached alist of the officers and duties as requested.

Proposed Officers and Responsibilities

PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN

Will preside over and conduct all meetings, arrange
for programs and events involving SMWC, appoint
members to serve on committees, serve as contact
person for SMWC.

VICE PRESIDENT / VICE CHAIRMAN
Will assume the duties and take charge in the absence
of the President / Chairman.

SECRETARY

Record the minutes and doings of SMWC, create and
mail monthly meeting notices to club membership,
make report to Maine Wood Carvers for the monthly
“CARVER” news letter, handle any correspondence
as directed by the President / Chairman.

TREASURER

Receive and record all monies belonging to SMWC,
pay al bills charged to SMWC with permission of
the membership.

SECRETARY /TREASURER

If the membership desires to have one person serve as
both Secretary and Treasurer, the duties of both
offices would fall to the person holding this
combined position.

Please give this some thought and be prepared to act
upon this matter at this meeting. Austin Blum and his
mom, Ann Gavin, have offered to help the Secretary
by handling any electronic correspondence (e
mailing). As they live in New Hampshire, they aren’t
always able to attend meetings.

As the club treasury is getting low, means of raising
funds was also discussed at the last meeting. Several
methods were presented, including assessing dues. It
was decided to place a donation can on the table at
each meeting. Members may deposit any amount
they chose at any time. It could be several small
donations or aonce ayear larger donation. It isup to



the individual to chose the amount he / she feel is
right. No set amount, strictly on the honor system.

| have been contacted by the Maine Wild Animal
Park in Gray to participate again this year with a day
of carving at the park. Last year's outing was a great
success. The 2006 date will be Saturday, July 15. |
have given them the go ahead to schedule us for that
date, based on the enthusiasm and inquiries expressed
following last year's outing. | will have more
information at this month’s meeting.

Don't forget to bring something for SHOW & TELL,
| will try to remember to take some pictures thistime.
If you know someone who might be interested in
carving, bring them along. Last month we welcomed
two new carvers, Caeb Verrill and Elmer
Smallwood.

February news:

Saturday, February 11th saw 12 members and guests
for our monthly meeting. Christi Dunham, from
Upton, along with her mother and brother were
on hand for the first time. She made contact with
Sayward Lamb several months ago but was unable to
attend until now. Christi wants to learn how to carve
and follow in her grandfather’s foot steps. Sheisthe
granddaughter of the late Reggie Edwards, of
Mechanic Falls, a highly regarded wood carver.
Christi was given a Chickadee blank with printed
instructions to work on.

Following some discussion, election of officers was
held and the following members were elected:

President/Chairman - Chuck Friis
Vice President/Chairman - Bob Perry
Secretary/Treasurer - Pauline La Rone

These officers will assume their new duties as of the
March meeting. Under new business, it was voted to
move the start time of our monthly meetings to 1:00
P.M. That is ¥ hour earlier. Chuck Perry will
organize and coordinate the Streaked Mountain
Wood Carvers booth at the’06 Downeast Show in
Augusta.

Show & Tell, as always, was the highlight of the
meeting (see attached photos) Christi had several
photos of her grandfather’s work which she shared at
thistime.

Show & Tell items

Bob Perry discusses carving tools with new
member Christi Dunham and her mother.

12 year old Austin Blum receives instruction
from Jack Frost while other members work
on individual projects. Photos: Bob Perry

The April Meeting will be held at Ann Gavin®@family
cottage on Norway Lake in Norway. A human face
study stick is planed for that meeting. More



information and directions in next month's
newsl etter.

Happy Carving, and remember we now start our
meetings at 1:00 p.m.

Bob Perry

Carver Street Carvers

Not much going on in this neck of the woods. We
just keep on carving. Our group has diminished
greatly, only about 6 or 7 regulars still coming every
week, down from about 15-20. A lot of people come
by and say they want to start carving, or they have
always wanted to have a hobby and this looks like
fun, or thislooks too difficult, | can®do this. In any
case they never come back. | wonder if this happens
to other clubs?

Our fellow carver, Sister Paul ette, who went to
Alaskato work, came back, turning down the job
offer of Chaplin. The wilderness and volcanoes
sitting in the front yard, also bears that can be

very "friendly" in the middle of the night didn®
appear too inviting to Paulette. She came back to
civilization. She knew we would miss her too much

anyway!

Talk to you next time

Loretta Rabassa

Capital Carvers
No report this month.

Joe Mills
jcmill s@pivot.net

0

Financial Report MWCA Checkbook

1/27/06 to 2/28/06
Starting Balance $3,667.35
INCOME:
Returned check from Curator.
Renewal not due until 2007 25.00
Memberships 30.00

Tota Income: 55.00

EXPENSES:

February newsl etter 142.94
Total Expenses: 142.94
Ending balance 02/28/06 $3,579.41

Details of any transaction are available fromthe
Secretary/Treasurer, Pat Cornwell.

DOWNEAST
SHOW
COMMITTEE

20th Downeast Show, October 7& 8
the Augusta Armory
Next Show Meeting April 22, 2006
Location: TBA

We have our Featured Carver and Artist:

Mike McCarthy isthe featured Carver
Jim MacDonald isthe featured Artist.

Check out Jim MacDonald’ s work on macdonald-
marquetry.com

Kathy Webster/Dave Brown
Co-chairs, 2006 Downeast Show

Kathy Webster
kwebster @gwi.net or (207) 865-3286

Dave Brown
browndav@adelphia.net or (207) 873-3370

Nova Scotia

Wildlife Carvers Competition
May 12,13, 14
St. Agnes Church Hall, Mumford Road, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada

Sheila Y oung provides the following information:

Just to let you know, we have made arrangements for
our Show and Competition - it isMay 12, 13 and 14,

2006 at the St. Agnes Church Hall on Mumford Road
in Halifax.

Y ou can go to our website, - just type in Nova Scotia
Wildlife Carvers and Artists Association and this will
direct you to the website.



We hope afew of your members will attend and if
you were coming, we could seeif we can get this
"international” competition running. |® seeif | can
get anyone from our club to work on the details, if
you wanted to participate.

Thereisaso acompetition in St. Andrews, New
Brunswick, Aug. 11, 12 and 13, 2006. Alsoonein
Prince Edward Island in July (the third weekend |
think) - We are judging there, so | should find out
exactly whenitis.

Enjoyed the show in Portland and hopefully, it
continues. Happy carving.

MWCA Web Page hasa New Home

Our new home has several benefits including MUCH
more space. Thiswill allow usto keep afull year®
worth of newsletters online, we can hold real-time
chats and we can post many more pictures without
having to worry about running out of space. Another
BIG improvement is the absence of advertising in
any form. Also, all of our officers, board members
and committee chairpersons can have their own email
addresses there. Thisisanice feature because it
eliminates having their personal email addresses "out
there" where those nasty little spam bots can grab
them and fill their personal email boxes with spam.

In case you were not aware, you can download each
newsl etter from our website using Adobe Acrobat
reader. Most computers now come loaded with
Acrobat Reader, but if you don®haveit, itisafree
program and thereis alink to the download site on
our web page...or you can go to
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.ht
ml

To make the newsletter download time easier to deal
with, especialy if you have a dial-up connection, you
can now download it in 2 parts. |f more of us make
use of the online newsletter, we can save MWCA
considerable mailing expenses.

Please bookmark this new URL
http://mainewoodcarvers.org (it will work with or
without www).

If you have visited the MWCA web site in the past
few days, you were automatically redirected to our
new address. | will leave this "redirect" at our old
address for aslong as Tripod will allow.

Although the site is completely moved, | still have
some "tweaking" to do and am in the process of
setting up al the email addresses. If you have any
comments, questions or requests, you can email them

to me at webmaster @mai newoodcarvers.org

See Marcia®wood carvings at:
http://www.pivot.net/~whitwood
http://community.webshots.com/user/cahvah

Affordable Web Page Design:
http://artwebmaine.com

Habitat | deas presented by
Kathy Webster

Did you ever wonder how she did that? Herearea
few of Kathy’s habitat tips. First off, start collecting
— paper bags, electrical wire, dried coffee grounds,
sheets of veneer, leaves.

Kathy found Habitat — Bird Carving Basics by Curtis
J. Badger published in 1992 by Stackpole Books, at
the Kittery Trading Post. She shared some of the
information at our February Coastal Carvers meeting.

Tip#l Have varioustypesand sizes of leaves
laminated at Staples for quick reference and patterns.
Trace leaf shapes on to Mylar and mark veins with
permanent markers. Attach to metal ring.

Tip#2 Save paper bags. Traceleaf onto paper. Cut
out leaf. Glue stripped €electrical wire stemsto the
back. Use watercolor or acrylic paint to duplicate
color. Try stippling, sponging, spattering color on
both sides of the leaf. Useahair dryer. Turn the leaf
over and place on a paper towel cushion to prevent
ripsor tears. Set wood burner setting at 2 or 3 to
emboss veins on leaf.

Tip#3 Got asheet or roll of copper? It makes great
leaves. Solder astem to the back of leaf. Use
needle-nose pliersto bend and roll edges. Usea
stylusto trace in vein pattern.

Tip#4 Toform leaves for flowers, grasses, cat n’
nine tails, cut the shape from a sheet of veneer. Wet
the veneer. Using the tip of a steamiron, run along
the length of leaf or blade of grass. It will cause the
veneer to curl and turn. You can tweak it and paint
it.

Tip#5 Dried coffee grounds make perfect covering
for cat n' ninetails. Carvethe cat tail, cover with
epoxy and roll in coffee grounds for an authentic
look.

Tip#6 Need somerocks? Durham Water Putty will
do the job. Mix asdirected to form various shapes
and sizes. When rocks are dry, stipple or sponge
with mixture of gray, white and black. Darken the
crevices and use alittle gray-green for a mossy look.
Durham Water Putty can be found at True Value or
Ace hardware stores.



Thanks, Kathy, for sharing your expertise and

materials. We had so much fun!

Submitted by Carol H. Durgin

L ooking for Old Records

The Maine Wood Carvers Association
islooking for its“Roots”. We know
we started out with the name “Maine
Wildlife Wood Carvers Association”
and it has been more than 20 years
since the Association’s founding, but
exactly when, where and by whom was
it founded? A few of our “founding’
members are still members.

We are especialy looking for any and
all paper records from anytime during
our history, but if you can verbalize
what you remember about the early
days, that would be grest, too.

So poke around in your attic or
basement...and in your brain...and see
if you can come up with some
“history” for us.

Call Dave Brown with any
information: (207) 873-3370

How To Carve An Eye

Start out with a piece of wood about 1" x 1" x 7". Make
sure the corners are about 90 degrees. Practicing in
corners rather than flat sides eliminates a lot of
roughing out because a face is roughly 90 degrees
across the nose already.

Step One
Make two notches in a corner to set the top and bottom
of the football shape.

Step Two
Round and smooth the football shape for the basic eye
mass.

Step Three

Carve the upper eyelid. Trim
away all of the wood below the
lid, keeping general shape of the
oval.

Step Four

Carve the lower lid. Trim away
the wood between the lids so that
there are three distinctive levels:
Level One: the upper lid

Level Two: the lower lid

Level Three: the eyeball

Step Five

Carve the iris and the pupil.
Deepen the corners so that the
"roundness" of the eyeball is
apparent. Lower the inside corner
to make the tear duct.

Most importantly... Practice,
practice, practice.

The Augusta Sportsman’s Show

Friday, March 31
Saturday, April 1
Sunday, April 2

The MWCA would like to have a table at
the show. We are looking for folks who will
bring their carvings, sit at the table, carve
and talk to the people going by. Contact
Loyd Clark, Iclark@pivot.net or phone :
(207) 445-2688.




