
 
 
 

 
 

Financial Report MWCA Checkbook 
3/30/06 to 4/27/06 

 
Starting Balance   $3,426.81 
 
INCOME: 
 
Membership   15.00 
Booth Rental ’06 Show 310.00 
Total Income: 325.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
 
April newsletter 114.60 
Total Expenses: 114.60 
 
Ending balance  04/27/06  $3,637.21 
 
Details of any transaction are available from the 
Treasurer, Pat Cornwell. 
 
 

 DOWNEAST SHOW 
COMMITTEE 

 
20th Downeast Show, October  7 &  8 

at the Augusta Armory 
 

 Next Show Meeting 

Saturday, July 15, 2006 
Augusta Armory Tour  at 11:30 am 

Meeting/Lunch Location:  TBA 
 

Our annual show is only 164 days away … and we are 
really hummin’  right along!  Already we have 22 Team 
leaders, some of whom have rolled their sleeves way up.  
For instance the WOOD-N-THINGS (gift shop) Team 
leaders have recruited their team members and have held a 
“committee”  meeting!  They have put together an 
impressive set of guidelines for their booth operation.   
 
The Publicity Team has made extensive plans and has 
already “published”  handouts and flyers.  They are ahead 
of the game with advance mailings to a number of free 
listings of events.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Booth and Floor Layout Team has mailed to twice the 
usual number of booth rental individuals and organizations 
and we have real plans for six Chapter booths ... Chapter 
Team leaders be thinking! 
 
The Demonstrations Team is aiming for a demonstration in 
the demonstrations booths each hour that the show is open.   
 
Of course, the Competition and Judging Team plans are 
right on track.  The Setup and Breakdown Team has 
recruited half of their team already.  The Raffle Table 
Team has nearly half of their team committed.  We have a 
very capable Security Team committed ... wouldn’ t you 
know that one of the Teams leaders has a moniker; “Dick” !  
There will be contests for kids and adults … helps make 
this a “ family affair” .  As you probably know, we have an 
excellent Featured Artist and Carver committed.   
 
We’re trying to set up a carving competition between the 
New Brunswick, Canada and Maine carving organizations 
… similar to what we did several years ago.  The food 
concession will be contracted with a licensed, professional 
caterer.  We are aiming at a wide variety of carving related 
interests this year and have a vision of a much larger show 
than you have seen in recent years.  Lastly, we are looking 
for your suggestions for the Annual Show Teams.  We 
really want your participation in any positive way that you 
can contribute. The next meeting will be July 15 beginning 
at the Augusta Armory with a tour of the facility.  The 
meeting and lunch will follow the tour.  Stay 
tuned….details to follow. 
 
Kathy Webster 
kwebster@gwi.net or (207) 865-3286 
 

Dave Brown 
browndav@adelphia.net or (207) 873-3370 
 

 
CCA Carve Along East 

 
Sponsored by Mystic Carvers Club at the Alton B. Jones 
Annex of the University of Rhode Island from May 26 to 
May 29.  Package price $325, includes the classes, room 
and board.  Instructors are Gary Batte, Mary Kaisersatt and 
Dennis Thornton.  Limited to 36 participants.   
For information call:  Ed Ertel evenings at 860-875-6187 
or email erteled@yahoo.com – or – George Elliott at 
elliottgeorge@sbcglobal.net or 860-464-8191 



 
 
 

Morning Sentinel, Outdoors 

For  the Birds 
by Herb Wilson 

 
Spring migration is starting to pick up speed now.  In 
today’s column, I will write about some Web resources 
that can help you enjoy this spring spectacle. 
The best place to start is:  http://www.mainbirding.net  
This page has links to birding sites, bird checklists, images 
of birds and transcripts of the Maine bird alerts.  You can 
find a link for the Bradbury Mountain Hawk Watch in 
Pownal.  Lionel Quirion sits atop Bradbury Mountain for 
the latter half of April each year and you can see his counts 
by clicking on the link. 
The Maine birding site also allows you to sign up the 
Maine birding listserv.  Birders throughout Maine post 
their sightings to the list and all subscribers get copies in 
their e-mail..  Subscribing is a great way to track migration 
through the state.  For most of the year, traffic on this list is 
relatively light with five to ten messages a day being 
typical.  Expect more than 20 messages a day until spring 
migration is finished. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds will return to Maine in the 
first half of May.  You can participate in a citizen-science 
project on these amazing creatures.  New England 
Hummers is a citizen science research project designed to 
learn more about Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in our 
region.  Birders in Maine can help by submitting their first 
and last sightings, and other observations of Ruby-throats, 
to their web site at:  www.nehummers.com  
Now is a good time to bone up on your auditory 
identification skills.  During the spring and summer, most 
expert birders identify more than 90 percent of birds 
encountered by their vocalizations rather than by sight.  A 
nice resource to help hone your auditory and visual skills is 
a web site maintained by the Cornell Laboratory or 
Ornithology.  Go to 
www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide  
Use one of the pop-up menus to choose a bird species of 
interest.  A high-quality color image is provided along with 
a range map.  Text entries provide a Description, 
Conservation Status and Cool Facts.  In addition, one or 
more recordings of the vocalization of the species are 
given along with a spectrogram, showing the rise and fall 
in pitch of the call or song. 
The Patuxent Research Laboratory in Maryland houses the 
Bird Banding Laboratory, the Breeding Bird Survey 
offices, and captive breeding facilities.  The Patuxent Lab 
maintains a comprehensive web site with vocalizations of 
nearly all North American birds.  Point your browser to:  
www.mbrpwrc.usgs.gov/bbs/song.html  The sound files 
can be downloaded to your computer desktop.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
There is also a link where you can quiz your auditory 
identification skills.   
For owl aficionados, http://owling.com/Owling.htm has 
images and sound files of all 25 species of North American 
owls.  Informative descriptions of morphology, habitat and 
habits are provided as well. 
You should consider posting the results of your birding 
trips to www.ebird.org  
Birders throughout North America post their checklist 
totals to ebird, contributing to a continental view of bird 
arrivals and departures.  The site has a number of powerful 
searches you can perform. 
Bird migration can e detected on radar.  An informative 
site on using NEXRAD Doppler radar in Wisconsin can be 
found at:  
http://my.execpc.com/CE/5F/idzikoj/nexrad/nexweb/nexra
d.htm  
The site gives a lucid introduction to radar ornithology.  
NEXRAD radar images are freely available on the web.  A 
good gateway is:  
http://virtual.clemson.edu/groups/birdrad/radar.htm  
Click on the state or area of interest on the map to see the 
current image.   
Most of the diurnal and nocturnal raptors that breed in 
Maine have already begun nesting.  It takes a long time to 
fledge hawk or w\owl nestlings so an early start of the 
breeding season is necessary. 
You can see realtime video of a Bald Eagle nest in Maine. 
The eagle cam is maintained by the Biodiversity Research 
Institute with support from MBNA.  The first eggs were 
laid on March 6 and eaglets have now hatched.  Point your 
browser to:  www.briloon.org/ed/eagle/index.htm 
You will need Windows Media Player 9 to view the video.  
If you don’ t have this free application, a link to a download 
site is provided on the web page above.  If you have 
trouble connecting to the eagle cam, try this link:  
http://stream.nwf.org:88/baldeaglecam  
A link on the Biodiversity Research Institute page will also 
take you to a weekly blog written by three senior wildlife 
biologists (Charlie Todd, Mark McCullough and Bucky 
Owens) who have a wealth of knowledge on Bald Eagles.   
 
Herb Wilson teaches ornithology and other biology courses 
at Colby College.  He welcomes reader comments and 
questions at whwilson@colby.edu. 

Submitted by Marc Johnson 
 
 

Helpful Hint #2 - A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarm 
clock, will prevent you from rolling over and going back to sleep 
after you hit the snooze button. 



 
 
 
 

Spr ing/Summer 
Carving Workshops 

Wendell Gilley Museum 
·  Members, every Friday, November through April, 1 – 4 

pm 
·  May 7 - Spring Open House and Class Carving Show, 

noon to 4 pm 
·  Whittle-A-Chestnut-sided Warbler, Sat., May 20 & Sat., 

May 27 10am – 4 pm 
·  Atlantic Puffin, June 21-24 and Sept 6-9 
·  Introductory Carving Lessons for Adults and Children 

with Steven Valleau, June – September 
 
The Museum is inviting its members to show their carvings 
in the exhibit case next to the Gilley Workshop.  Contact 
Nina Gormley (207) 244-7555 
www.wendellgilleymuseum.org for details or contact 
info@wendellgilleymuseum.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Questions?  Call the above phone numbers or e-mail 
nwood@gwi.net.  Rules can be downloaded from the duck-
trap site.  
 
 
 
Helpful Hints #3 and 4 
 
If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives… then 
you’ ll be afraid to cough.  
 
Sometimes, we just need to remember what the rules of life really 
are:  You only need two tools: WD-40 and Duct Tape.  If it 
doesn©t move and should, use the WD-40.  If it shouldn©t move and 
does, use the duct tape. 
(I didn©t think this one even needed an explanation!) 
 
Disclaimer:  Use these “ helpful hints”  at your own risk!  If you 
try one of these hints, and it does work, send $20.00 in cash or 
cashier’s check to the Editor. 
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                                                              20th Downeast Show Committees Meeting 
Apr il 29, 2006 Governors Restaurant 
11:30 a.m. Lewiston, Maine 
 
 Dave Brown called the meeting to order.  There were 22 people in attendance.  Dave mentioned the amount of work that Dale Ackerson 
has done as part of the Publicity Committee. 
 
 Wayne Edmondson and Bob Carney discussed having a carving competition with Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Carving Clubs.  Wayne 
said it was great fun in the past and he thinks we would enjoy doing it again.  The carvings were humorous.  The Canada Show dates will not conflict 
with ours. For more information www.nbwccs.ca  The Nova Scotia show is in July contact www.youngducks@ns.sympatico.co for more 
information. 
 
 We voted not to have door prizes.  There was a discussion about the price of admission.   At the Annual Meeting we had voted on a $3 fee 
and after some discussion and a show of hands, it was decided to charge $3 for each day, dispensing with the two-day ticket to avoid confusion.  We 
will use a different colored hand stamp for each day. 
  
  The advertising sign and the new display were shown. The sign will be on display at events which MWCA members attend to help promote 
our show.  Carol Durgin was asked to look into the possibility of postcards of the sign for members to send out to friends. 
 
 We were shown a large chart of the Armory floor space, where the Wood-n-Things{ Gift Shop}  and Raffle Table were to be located as well 
as Flat Art and Competition areas.  There is a designated area for Vendor Tables.  To control door traffic, it will be necessary to block off some exits 
with yellow tape.  It was voted to have the next Show Meeting will be in the Augusta area to allow for a tour of the Armory.  Tom Fritschy was 
thanked for all the work he has done on the layout. 
 
 The schedule for meeting locations has undergone a change. We will meet July 15 in Augusta,  August 19 in Belfast, September 16 
Newcastle. 
 
 We need to check with our Insurance agent, Riley Insurance in Brunswick, to arrange coverage for the show and to be sure we are up-to-
date on the trailer. As the Secretary of MWCA, Carol Durgin will make the arrangements.  It was suggested that we check-out caterers in the area. 
Would the caterer allow us a commission on sales? 
 
  The next order of business was Chapter Booths.  It was suggested that we have a "Best Booth© award this year. Wayne Edmondson will be 
asked to make plaques.  George Gunning reported that he has arranged for judges. George had a question concerning “Category G, All Others” .  The 
majority voted to uphold the “only wood” provision and to allow non-wood carvings such as moose antlers for display, but not for competition. 
 
 We need to find someone to take on the Acquisition of Prizes. Barbara Wade has done this many times and says it can be handled by one 
person. She also mentioned how important it is to be sure to send a thank-you note after the show. Dave Brown and Kathy Webster will work on this. 
 
 Roger Gotlibson and Jim Wade are concerned about the doors so they have recruited two extra people.  Jim Violette is in charge of the 
Raffle.  Some of the Vendors used to give prizes but are now giving items to the raffle. 
  
 Phyllis Baldwin reported on Wood-n-Things.  Joan Gotlibson, Beverly Nickerson and Karen Knowles are working with her.  Consigners 
can submit up to 10 items and 5 items can be displayed at a time.  As items are sold, another piece will be put out.  Pieces should be priced at $50 or 
less.  No commission will be charged on kits which individual Chapters provide for sale.  A box for the collection of ornaments for the annual Good 
Will-Hinckley Festival of Trees will be available. The ornaments are given to honor Donn Wolfe . 
  
 Treasurer, Pat Cornwell explained that she puts $100 “start-up money”  in the cash boxes for the door, sale table and raffle table and the 
money is collected each night. 
 
 Richard Nickerson suggested that the prize ribbons be displayed on a sort of “ flow chart”  and that there be an explanation of their meaning.  
He thought there should be a way to tell if a piece was available to purchase and the sale price.  Pieces for sale have a dollar sign ($) on the 
registration tag.  The registration table will provide a list of items for sale and the actual asking price. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at about 1:30 p.m.. 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 Carol H. Durgin 

 
 
 



 
 

THE NEW DE YOUNG  
Robber baron's opulent hearth finds a new home 
as de Young sets up shop 
[Excerpts from an article by] Jesse Hamlin, Chronicle Staff Writer 
Friday, April 15, 2005 
  
[San Francisco’s new museum opened in Golden Gate Park on Oct. 15, 2005] 

In 1872, Milton Slocum Latham, a California railroad baron and investor who©d served 
as governor, U.S. senator and congressman, commissioned a splendid 16-foot French 
oak mantelpiece from the distinguished American design firm Herter Brothers. It was 
for the dining room of Thurlow Lodge, the 50-room Menlo Park mansion that Latham 
was renovating in high Gilded Age style.  The house burned down mid-renovation. But 
it was completely rebuilt by 1873, when the oak and marble mantelpiece -- with its 
intricately carved pomegranates, scrolls and pine trees, wild boar, hunting dogs and 
deer head -- was installed.  

The other day, the middle section of the 800-pound piece dangled in midair from the 
arms of a Genie lift at San Francisco©s gleaming new de Young Museum. A team of art 
movers wearing baby-blue rubber gloves was installing the piece in an airy, mauve 
gallery that will showcase 19th century American art.  

The centerpiece of the Victorian gallery, this elaborate work of Renaissance Revival 
furniture, which has never been on public view, is one of about 40,000 objects being 
moved into the de Young as the museum prepares to open its doors Oct. 15. The vast 
majority will go into storage; about 3,500 will be displayed at any given time. About 
120 pieces have been installed in the galleries so far, most of them paintings from the 
Rockefeller Collection.  

The mantelpiece, which curator Timothy Burgard calls a major work of American 
decorative art "that the Met or any museum in the country would be proud to show,©© 
was given to the museum in 2001, after the old de Young was closed, by San 
Franciscans James and Penny Coulter. For four years, it sat in crates at a storage facility 
near the airport.  

 

The Coulters acquired the piece when they bought the Pacific Heights home where 
Timothy Hopkins, the adopted son of railroad magnate Mark Hopkins, took up 

residence in 1928. Hopkins moved the mantelpiece and other architectural elements up from the Menlo Park estate his mother had bought for him 
and his new bride, Mary, in 1883, a year after the death of Latham, who©d lost his fortune. Badly damaged by the 1906 earthquake, the mansion the 
Hopkinses renamed Sherwood Hall was shut down for good. The estate was later donated to Stanford University, which auctioned off many of the 
opulent objects -- a number of which were bought by Hollywood studios and seen in films such as "Some Like It Hot©© and "Psycho©© -- and 
demolished the house.  

"Most historians don©t even know that this major work survives. So this will be a real debut,©© said Burgard, the Fine Arts Museums© curator of 
American art. He was overseeing the installation of the honey-colored mantelpiece, which chief objects conservator Elisabeth Cornu and her crew are 
still reassembling.  

They©ve had to reconstruct a handful of oak pieces that went missing when the object was disassembled, and they will also re-create parts of the 
marble hearthstone that were broken off. They©re basing their work on photographs taken at Thurlow Lodge by the renowned Carleton Watkins, 
whom Latham hired to document his landmark home.  

 

 

 



Herter Brothers, the architectural decorators of choice for the robber barons and other rich Americans of that extravagant era, had the mantelpiece 
carved by the famed Paris firm Guére Frère. It depicts imagery associated with the landed European gentry that wealthy Americans sought to 
emulate. There©s a forest scene of a wild boar being attacked by four hunting dogs, and a pair of life-size hounds flanking the fireplace. With its high-
relief carving of fruit garlands, rosettes and acanthus leaves, the work is typical of the Second Empire style popularized by Napoleon III.  

"This was a real French moment in American history,©© said Burgard, who will hang paintings next to the mantelpiece that address the American 
perception of culture as something European. "After the Civil War, wealthy Americans were going on the Grand Tour to acquire taste, culture and 
education as they perceived it. France became the social arbiter of style and taste and culture, and to some degree that persists to this day.  

"This object is very much indicative of a kind of cultural insecurity that Californians of that period had -- and still to this day, I think, harbor -- in 
relation to the East Coast, first of all, and to Europe. They felt compelled to demonstrate very publicly and sometimes ostentatiously their high-style, 
cultivated, Grand Tour taste.©©  

After unpacking all the parts, museum conservators vacuumed off the dust and cleaned up the sooty surfaces with an enzymatic solution. A fine coat 
of wax was recently applied to the big dogs that will sit on plinths on either side of the mantelpiece, which will also get the wax treatment.  

"It©s in very nice condition,©© said Cornu, who watched as a crew from Atthowe Fine Arts Services maneuvered the bottom section of the mantelpiece 
against the wall, rigged the big middle section with green nylon slings and hoisted it about 8 feet in the air. For seismic safety, museum preparator 
Arie Knoops, a friendly chap with bleached white hair and small, tasteful rings in his nose and ears, screwed into the wall a pair of steel brackets, 
which he©d affixed to the back of the lower section. He did the same with the middle piece once it was set.  

Standing on aluminum ladders, movers guided the big oak rectangle down onto a pair of 2-by-4s placed atop the mantel and covered with foam cloth 
to protect the piece. Then they gingerly replaced the 2-by-4s, one at a time, with 1-inch boards; those were pulled out one at a time as the two pegs on 
the bottom of the over-mantel were popped into place.  

The very top section is a classical pediment with an antlered deer head staring out from the center, crowned by a cornice. It lay in 30 or so pieces on 
the gallery floor. Using Watkins© photographs as a guide, the conservators spent several days meticulously reconstructing it, replacing missing parts 
with extra pieces of molding removed from the Coulters© house along with the mantelpiece. The wood was measured and cut to fit, edges recut to 
make clean miter joints.  

"It was like a giant puzzle,©© said Rowan Geiger, a furniture conservator contracted for this project. "We basically had to work out how the whole 
thing could fit together.©©   The pediment pieces had been nailed together at some point. The conservators removed the old nails and, wherever 
possible, used the existing holes for the new screws used to reinforce the piece. The strips of white- veined purple and solid black marble that frame 
the fireplace arrived intact. But a few pieces of the marble hearth plate broke off when it was pried loose.  

"We haven©t decided yet whether it©s a U.S. marble or an Italian marble, but we©ll try to match it,©© said Cornu, who will fill in small patches with 
synthetic marble. "We©ll do it in such a way that someone who studies the piece can tell that part is restoration. But visually, it will look pretty much 
the same.©©  

It©s pretty clear that the real deer antlers sprouting from the carved- oak buck were not part of the original piece. They don©t fit quite right. Gimli 
Klein, a museum security officer who happened to stroll by, knows why.  

"It©s a mule deer, and the antlers are from a white-tailed deer,©© said Klein, who grew up near Eureka and used to hunt. "The mule deer have that 
longer, rounded snout and longer, pointed ears. Only the white-tailed bucks have antlers that small.©©   Cornu smiled.   "We©re very happy to know we 
have an expert,©© she said. "We©ve learned something.©©  

Note:  I took the photo of the mantle in early April this year …actually two photos as it was too big to contain in one.  I have pieced the two photos 
together, though not an exact match…but you can get an idea of the magnificence of this carved piece.  The hounds, flanking the fireplace, are a 
pair, one male, one female, the male being slightly larger.  Originally, I was just going to give you a brief description of the piece, but I think its 
history, renovation and reassembly is interesting.  Ed  Excerpts from:   www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2005/04/15/DDGF3C7MAF1.DTL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Will Rogers-isms, continued from page 2 
3.  There are 2 theories to arguing with a woman... neither works. 
4.  Never miss a good chance to shut up. 
5.  Always drink upstream from the herd. 
6.  If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
7.  The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it back in your pocket. 
8.  There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by reading.  The few who learn by observation.  The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence and find out for 

themselves. 
9.  Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment. 
10.  If you©re riding© ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it©s still there. 
11.  Lettin© the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier©n puttin© it back. 
12.  After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him. The moral: When you©re full of bull, keep 

your mouth shut. 
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 193 Harpswell Islands Road 
Harpswell  ME  04079 
(207) 725-6537 

Directors 
Past President 

Richard Baldwin 
 348 Heath Road 

Bremen ME 04551 
 (207) 529-5781 

At Large:   
Ed Beach 

 P. O. Box 157  
Readfield  ME  04355 
(207) 685-4779 
 

 Capital Carvers 
 Dale Ackerson 
 11 Maple Street 
 Hollowell  ME 04347 
 (207) 622-5347 
 

Carver Street Carvers 
William Gordon 
1 Carver Street 
Waterville  ME  04901 
(207) 873-1675 
 

Central Maine Carvers 
 Jim Violette 
 75 Violette Road 

Waterville ME 04901 
(207) 873-2155 

Coastal Carvers 
 Carol Durgin 
 73 Bridge Road 

Brunswick  ME 04011 
 (207) 442-7005 
 
 
 

South Coast Carvers 
 Bob Philippe 
 11 Deborah Avenue 
 Sanford  ME  04073 
 (207) 490-1003 

 

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers 
 Robert H. Perry 
 80 Gammon Road 
 Sumner   ME  04292 

(207) 388-2472 

CURATOR OF BIRDS 
Marie Arnold 

38 Chase Farm Road 
Newcastle  ME 04553 

(207) 586-5111 – marnold@gwi.net  
Bird studies available for loan to members. 
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Dave Brown  
Loyd Clark 

Pat Cornwell 
Carol Durgin 

Marc Johnson 
Pauline Larone 

Joe Mills 
Bob Philippe 

Loretta Rabassa 
Barbara Wade 
Jarod White 

Representative to NEWC 
     Peter Barengo 
     89 Palmeter Ridge Road 
     Readfield  ME  04355 
     (207) 685-0928 
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        MWCA web site address: 
http://mainewoodcarvers.org 

 

2006 DOWNEAST 
SHOW COMM.  

 

July 15 
 

Beginning at11:30 am at 
Augusta Armory for tour 

 
A lunch and meeting will 
follow at a location TBA RESOURCE LOAN PROGRAM - If you would 

be willing to loan books, magazine articles, video tapes, 
study casts or anything else related to carving and 
painting, send your list to browndd@adelphia.net  


