


Well, we've passed a milestone! The Annual Maine Wood Carvers Association Wildlife Artists Show and
Competition, held on October 7™ and 8" at the Augusta Armory was very well attended and the post-show comments
have been positive.

Financial details will be included in the next newdletter; however, expenses were down, attendance and booth rentals
were way up, so we should realize agood profit. Fourteen Team Leaders and their teams of hard-working MWCA
volunteers organized, met over the past several months and staffed the Show. In addition, several Maine Army
National Guard Family Support Group staff and deployed soldier dependents set-up and managed the food concession.
They brought their ‘flat daddies’ with them!

We welcome any positive or negative feedback from membersin order to have an even better show next year. So far
they include: great floor layout at the Armory (11,000 square feet), continue the general carving competition, continue
the one-hour demonstrations, continue the gift shop, continue the ‘best booth’ competition among chapters, have a
catered supper (Dutch treat) for Show volunteers at the Armory Saturday night, etc.  Show Committee wrap-up
meeting is October 28.

Dave Brown
John Bradford

Sadly, we must report that John Bradford, of Y armouth, Maine,
passed away on October 1. John was one of the founders of the
Maine Wood Carvers Association. He began carving around 1980
and created over 400 birds and other creatures.
John was enthusiastic about carving and always willing to share
his knowledge.
MWCA was proud to have him as the Featured Carver at our 2004
Downeast Show.
The 2006 Show was dedicated to John's Memory and his children
kindly loaned us afew examples of his work which were exhibited
at the Show along with photos of John.
His happy smile and
generous nature will be
greatly missed.

A Memorial Servicewasheld honoring John on Saturday, October 21

at 11:00 a.m. at the Congregational Church on Main Street in
Y armouth.



CHAPTER REPORTS

Central MaineCarvers

The most recent meeting of the Centra Maine
Carvers was held on 10/4/06 with approximately 20
members present. The evening mostly encompassed
the upcoming show. Dave Brown had done a " mock-
up" of our show booth and everyone had very
positive comments about it. Many of the members
had brought in their carvings that were going to be
displayed at the booth. After a lot of "oohing and
aahing" we got down to the business of working on
the carvings we had brought with us but most of the
conversation still centered around the upcoming
show.

2005 Good Will-Hinckley Tree Decorating
Committee

Dave Brown is now putting out the word that donated
carvings are needed for the Good Will-Hinckley
School® Christmas Festival of Trees. Last year was a
huge success and we hope that this year will surpass
last. Contact Jim Violette, our tree coordinator, for
drop-off times, location, etc. The carvings should
have a minimum value of $5.00, as that is where the
bidding starts.

Our next meeting will be held on 11/1/06. Hope to
see you all there!!
Jarod White, Reporter

Coastal Carvers

On September 16, the Coastal Carvers met for a
combined picnic lunch with the Downeast Show
Committee at D & L Screen Printers. It was a
beautiful day and much was accomplished. First,

the trailer was organized and checked out for the
show. Next we held a discussion about items needed
for our Coastal Carver table.

Next we discussed seminars and guest instructors for
Coastal Carvers monthly meetings.  Many
suggestions were made and a list of what is going on
this year at Coastal Carvers will be on our table at the
show. Be prepared to do some carving and really get
active thisyear. Karen is making arrangements now.
Thanks Karen.

We hope you all entered at least one piece in this
year's Show.

The next Coastal Carvers meeting will be held on
Saturday, October 28, 1:00 p.m. The Show
Committee will meet at 11:00 am. for a “Wrap-Up”
and we will have our regular meeting and carving
caricature bears with Loyd Clark, starting at 1:00
p.m.

The November meeting will be held on November
18 instead of the 4™ Saturday, to avoid the
Thanksgiving Day weekend. Mark your calendar!

Also, dtart, if you haven't already, to carve those
Christmas ornaments.

Mark your calendar, this year's Coasta Carvers
Christmas Party will be held on December 9 at a new
location. We will meet in Newcastle at 68 Walpole
Meetinghouse Road at noon at the home of Jim and
BarbaraWade. The home is handicapped accessible.
Directions will be available soon and a sign-up sheet
for food. Everyone should be making their swap gift,
too.

Barbara Wade, Secretary

South Coast Carvers

The South Coast Carvers met Tuesday, September 26
at the Woodcraft Store in Newington, NH. The
meeting opened with Show and Tell. Bob Schwinger
had a real nice striper; Todd Wisell showed severa
mini carvings of animal caricatures. Wilfred Hamel
is working on a blue heron, Paul Durant had a
completed skull walking stick - just in time for
Halloween! Brian showed a gnome house cane. We
were fortunate to have Wayne Preston present.
Wayne teaches "how to carve a face on a walking
stick” and was kind enough to give us an excellent
demo on eyes.

The members were informed of the show in October
and also an upcoming show in Barrington NH. The
Barrington show will be held November 18th, at the
new Middle School on Rt. 9 and is for wildlife
carvings only. Call George Calef or Chet Jablonski
for more information.

George Calef, Sec.
(603) 664-2813



Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers

There were 11 people at our October meeting.

Show and Tell included several Indian busts done
during the Chris Howard seminar, several birds, a
Santa, a penguin, an eagle and a beautiful shorebird
decoy done by Clarence French.

The Oxford Fair has expressed the hope that we
could be at the Fair next year so we plan to fulfill that
hope.

Pineland Center has regquested our group have a
presentation at their Harvest Festival on October
21st. By the time you read this, we will have done
this. | hope we have good news for your next
newsletter.

Several of our members did well at the show and
received blue ribbons for their work. Chuck Perry,
Chuck Friis, Jack Frost and Bob also put together the
Streaked Mountain booth at the show and did an
excellent job with this. Thanks to them for doing this
additional work for our group.

Thanks to the Show Committee for doing a great job
on the show. It is one of the best ones |@e attended.

Most of the vendors and groups, | conversed with,
reported good sales and interest.

Thanks also for al that Wilma Sarna has done with
the Maine Wood Carvers newsletter.

That® al for now. Remember that our group meets

the 2" Saturday of each month a 1pm. Next

meeting is at Bob Perry® house. For directions you
can e-mail me.

Pauline LaRone

labean@megalink.net

Carver Street Carvers

No report.

Capital Carvers
No report.

D

Financial Report MWCA Checkbook

8/25/06 to 10/23/06
Starting Balance $3,109.76
INCOME:
Membership $1,342.00
Booth Rental, '06 Show 665.00
Chris Howard Seminar 820.00
Show Deposit 5,358.50
Total Income: 8,185.50
EXPENSES:
Newsdletter, Aug/Sep 114.60
Chris Howard Seminar 1,000.00
Insurance, trailer & contents 212.00
Downeast, Raffle Tickets 47.25
Downeast, Publicity/Posters 51.27
Downeast, Seed Money 500.00
Downeast, Judges Stipend 300.00
Downeast, Supplies, misc. 103.44
Downeast, Photo Graphics 71.25
Downeast, Prize Money 345.00
Downeast, Printing 25.00
Downeast, Consignments 506.25

Downeast, Mail Raffle Prizes 26.54
Total Expenses: 3,491.84

$7,803.42

A full detailed report of the Downeast Show will be
included in the next newsletter.

Ending balance

Details of any transaction are available from the
Treasurer, Pat Cornwell.

DOWNEAST
SHOW
COMMITTEE

20th Downeast Show, October 7 & 8
at the Augusta Armory

The Wrap-Up meeting of the Downeast Show
Committee will be held on October 28, at D & L
Screen Printing, Route 1, Newcastle. The meeting
will begin at 11:00 am.

Kathy Webster
kwebster @gwi.net or (207) 865-3286

Dave Brown
browndav@adelphia.net or (207) 873-3370




DOWNEAST BITSAND PIECES

Thanks to the members of the Downeast Show
Security Team (Roger Gotlibson, Dick Nickerson,
Gary Cornwell, and David Merrick) for their
invaluable efforts at the show. --

Dick Baldwin

BEST CHAPTER BOOTH

Congratulations to Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers
for having the best and most attractive Chapter
Booth. They did agreat job, with many examples of
their member’ s carvings.....they even had alighted

display.

THANKSTO MY FELLOW CARVERS

We cannot get over the warm welcome that Holly
and | received at the Wood Carvers Show in Augusta
after | just got out of the hospita with cancer
complications. We still talk about it today. You
carvers are the greatest people in the world.

The show, in our minds, was a great success, with its
location, saturated advertising, spacious, clean
environment and that marquee sign out front of the
Armory that announced to the continuous Western
Avenue traffic about the upcoming show.

This note is to say congratulations to al who
volunteered and to give our thanks to a wonderful
bunch of friends. Thank you all, Holly and Marc
Johnson

Book Review of Understanding
Wood, A Craftsman’s Guide To

Wood Technology,
by R. Bruce Hoadley, The Taunton Press, 2000. Revised
and Updated Edition. List price: $39.95.

| have been touting this book to my woodcarver and
small woodland owner friends for 20 years. The
cover of Hoadley’'s book says Understanding Wood
answers every woodworker’s question: Why does
wood do what it does? Its chapters cover items like
the nature of wood, its figure, identification, drying
wood, joining wood, the latest in adhesives and glue,
finishing and protecting wood and raw materials and
much more. Wooden Boat Magazine says, “Clearly
the best book available on the subject.”

About 25 years ago, | took a wood technology course
at the University of Maine at Augusta and that’s
where | met and started a long friendship with
Gordon Harde. It was the best thing to come out of
that course. We both thought we would learn more
about wood and how we could better our skill at
identification and uses. The course was so technical
with microscopes, definitions and looking at wood
grain that today all Gordon and | can remember are
parenchyma cells. You can look it up in Hoadley's
book.

Working with landowners or conversing with fellow
carvers, an often-asked question was how could they
produce and dry their own wood. My first answer to
their question was to get Hoadley’s book. 1t will tell
you al of this and more in a style that is very
understandable. In fact, the book is an interesting
read unto itself. For the drying aspect alone, the
book has the answers to how wood dries, the dry kiln,
drying your own wood and storing lumber.

There are a number of references to woodcarving
including photos of carvings, many presented in full
color showing off the exquisite grain of the various
woods. Most of the photos are in color in the revised
edition of 2000 that improve upon the subject matter.
The book should be on everyone' s shelf, woodworker
or not, for Hoadley says, “It is, after all, the wood
itself, not what we each do with it, that is the
mystique.”

A couple of summers ago, at a memorial bean hole
beans and corn roast for my University of
Connecticut forestry professor, E.P. Wyman, | sat
next to a man under the food tent and introduced
myself. He, like me, had been a student of E.P. and
we both had fond stories of our time with him. When
he mentioned his name, it sounded very familiar,
even though we had graduated ten years apart. | said
did you write the book “Understanding Wood?’ and
he said, “Yes” | told him it has been my most



recommended book to landowners and woodcarvers
who had any interest in wood. His revised edition is
even better.

Respectfully submitted, Marc Johnson,
Winterberry Tree Farm and Forester.

NEWSFROM OUR NEIGHBORS

The Nova Scotia Wildlife Carvers and Artists
Association have resumed their weekly carving
sessions - they started September 21, 2006 with their
monthly meeting. That same evening, a carving
course was started - they are carving and painting an
Atlantic Puffin (this is the theme bird for the 18th
Annual Atlantic Wildlife Carving Competition to be
held in May 2007 in Halifax) - this course should go
for about 8 weeks.

The Club meets every Thursday evenings at the Nova
Scotia Museum of Natural History, in Halifax, N.S.

Some of the members come for the carving courses,
others just for the evening of meeting with other
carvers. Visit our website- http://nswcaa.ednet.ns.ca

Happy carving.

Sheila Young, Competition Chairperson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A Board of Directors meeting has been set for
Saturday, December 9 at 10:00 am. The
meeting location is the home of Jim and Barbara
Wade, 68 Walpole M eetinghouse Road,
Newcastle, ME
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Last year, our tree at the Good Will-Hinckley,
Festival of Trees as a smashing success. The basic
method of raising funds for the school, at this event,
is that each tree has a sponsor who contributes a
predetermined fee to sponsor one tree. Our tree is
unique in that, in addition to our sponsor’s fee, the
ornaments are auctioned off to bring an additional
benefit to the children. Each year participants
anticipate seeing our tree because it is the most
unique tree of al the entries. No other tree is
decorated with hand-carved ornaments. No other tree
provides this added benefit to the children.
Competition to purchase some of the ornaments can
be quite vigorous.

Please, contribute as many ornaments as possible.
You still have time, but the weeks are going by too
quickly. The Maine Wood Carvers Assoc. has
benefited from the exposure it receives at this event.

Ornaments should have a $5 minimum value...not
difficult with a hand-carved item. Any Christmas or
winter theme would be appropriate...or turn nearly
any item into a Christmas ornament by carving a big
red bow or sprig of holly into it!!!

Donn Wolfe initiated our participation in the program
and was our liaison with the Good Will-Hinckley
School for many years. Now that he has retired, Jim
Violette has taken on the job.

This year the tree will be decorated on November 25
(right after Thanksgiving) so Jim needs to have the
completed ornaments in-hand by November 22".
You can get the ornaments to Jim, who is a member
of the Central Maine Carvers chapter. If you need to
mail them, send them to Jim at 75 Violette Avenue,
Waterville, ME 04901.

Thank you in advance for your generosity and for
becoming a Good Will Angel!



CHRISHOWARD SEMINAR
September 30 and October 1, 2006

Chris Howard and Native American Busts

The Chris Howard Seminar was a great success! Merle Glines, Kathy Webster, Jim Wade, Pauline Larone,
Chuck Perry, Art Carrano, Ed Beach, and Bob Perry gathered at "Bog Haven Wood Carving Shop" (Bob

Perry®) in Sumner, Maine for two days of carving and entertainment with Chris Howard from Gatlinburg,
Tennessee.



Chrisis an extremely talented carver/scul ptor and instructor. His southern accent and humor kept us laughing
throughout the entire seminar. We had six different native American bust rough-outs to chose from. He had
finished pieces for each for us to use as guides. He went into great detail as we carved an eye in a separate
piece of wood as he taught us how to create arealistic human eye.

Chris, Ed Beach and Kathy Webster

Chris aso had several other completed works that were just outstanding. Y ou have to see these pieces to take
in al the details.

Chuck Perry, Chris and Art Carrano

We had lots of fun and gained much information working with Chris. Some have indicated that they would
be interested in another seminar with him. | asked Chrisif he would be interested in returning next year for
another session. Heindicated that he would very much like to. Chris also commented that he was very
pleased with the skills and ability of this group of Maine carvers.

All seminar photos by Bob Perry



