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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

(NOW IT REALY IS SHOW TIME) 

Greetings from Bog Haven 

It seems as though it was only yesterday when I sat down to compose my September “ Its Show Time” 

message. Now it is October and really is “SHOW TIME”, just two weeks away. The show committee 

is making last minute adjustments and fine-tuning show arrangements. Last night I received a phone 

call from Pat Miller who was to be this years Featured Carver. She informed me she is unable to be in 

attendance. She thanked MWCA for selecting her ‘08 Show Featured Carver and greatly regrets not 

being able to fulfill this honor. We will be working on a replacement to fill this vacancy. 

I still need volunteers to man the admissions table (ticket sales) at the show on the 18th and 19th. If you 

can help in this area for a couple of hours on either Saturday or Sunday, please let me know so that I 

can schedule you.  

September is the month when our MWCA membership dues are due. You can send them to MWCA 

Secretary (Barbara Wade) or at the show give to her or MWCA Treasurer (Wilma Sarna). 

Remember, we are nearing that time of year when the Hinckley Christmas Tree project takes place. 

Carved ornaments are needed and should be turned over to Dave Brown who is heading up the project.  

I look forward to seeing you at the 08 DOWN EAST SHOW! 

Until then, Happy Carving 

Bob Perry 

President, M.W.C.A.. 
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MWCA Chapter  Repor ts 
 
 

Streaked Mountain Woodcarvers 
 
attendance: Dave Peatfield, Clarence French, 
Merle Glines, Ed Beach, Laura Freeman, White 
Wolf, Jim Irish, Ron Dobson, Ton Foley, Betty 
Foley, Jack Frost, Chuck Perry, Bob Perry. 
  
Betty Foley was our volunteer meeting leader. 
She has also volunteered to host the November 
meeting. When we meet in November we will 
have election of officers and finish up on the 
eagle head canes. 
  
There will be no October meeting since 5 of 
our regularly attending members will be at the 
carving retreat in Rhode Island and most 
members had other plans on either the weekend 
before or the weekend after our usual meeting 
date.  
  
We had a downeast woodcarver event update 
from Bob Perry. The theme this year is 
patriotic. If anyone has anything patriotic to 
add to our table as a decoration please bring it 
or get it to Bob or Chuck Perry prior to the 
show. We need volunteers to man our Streaked 
Mountain table at various times throughout 
Saturday and Sunday. We also need volunteers 
to staff the admission table. Set up on Friday 
10/17 from noon – 6pm. Show on Saturday 
10/18 9-5 and Sunday 10/19 9-4. We need help 
to break down the display. Get any carvings 
you want to display over to Bob Perry 
sometime before the show. So far we have very 
few people signed up for the woodcarver show.  
  
Wolf and I will be there from 11am to closing 
for clean up and possibly Saturday. 
Jack will be there on Saturday 7am to mid 
afternoon. He will be bringing two items for 
display. The valentine violinist and another 
piece.  
Dave Peatfield volunteered for Friday noon-
6pm and Sunday 9-4 for clean up. 

Betty and Tom Foley will be there Saturday 
from 1-2pm and has volunteered to man the 
admission table from 10-12 on the same day. 
Jim Irish will be there all weekend. 
Bob and Chuck Perry will be there all weekend. 
  
Betty introduced Karen and Mike from Cape 
Forge to talk to us about the quality of their 
knives and gave a great sharpening 
demonstration. They will be at the Downeast 
Woodcarving show in Augusta on Saturday 
only. 
  
Show and Tell: 
Bob Perry – wizards from cypress knees, 
Halloween pumpkins 
Chuck Perry – eagle head canes, black and 
white cattle, a Dalmatian 
Jim Irish – intarsia tiger 
Dave Peatfield – several decoys 
Ed Beach – Duck with baby duck, unfinished 
duck 
  
Hinckley tree ornaments will be collected 
beginning at the woodcarver show in Augusta. 
You can also bring them to the November 
meeting for the last collection.  
At the December 13th meeting we will be 
having a Christmas carving contest judged by 
members of the church. 
�
�

  
Your Secretary 
Justina 
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Carver  Street Carvers 
 
Still having fun with our carving and chatting 
and that is all that matters. 
Even though we are not having a booth at the 
fair we are mostly participating in some way. 
Have a couple of our members that are 
competing and others going to tend booths. 
Look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
Barbara McCutcheon 

Coastal Carvers 

No report this month. 
 
Carol H. Durgin 
Chapter Director 
  
    

 South Coast Carvers 
   Tuesday night (8-26) at 7:00 pm the 
Southcoast Woodcarvers met at the Woodcraft 
store in Newington, NH. 
 
George distributed to all present members the 
flyers and posters of the 2008 Woodcarving 
and Wildlife Art Show in Augusta, as well as 
giving instructions about timing and placement 
of them. It is unlikely that we will be able to 
post them as far as the Portland area, as this is 
over an hour north for our nearest members, but 
we will try to cover southeastern New 
Hampshire. All but one of our members reside 
in NH. 
 
Next on our agenda was Show and Tell. We 
had a great showing with six members who 
displayed over 50 pieces to enjoy! Todd Wisell 
brought several caricature carvings, Brian 
Barber had some ornaments and a bark carving 
he’s working on, Paul Durant brought an eagle 
cane, Bob Shwinger brought bird and bear 
carvings, George Calef had a finished 
Woodcock and two different kinds of bird pins, 
and Vohnny Weyrick showed natural finish 
penquins, chickadees and some ornaments. 
 
The meeting adjourned at about 8:30. 
George Calef, Secretary 
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Central Maine Carvers 

Hello fellow woodcarvers, 

On Wednesday, September 17, we had our first 
meeting. We had ten people at our first 
meeting. We also had quite a bit of show and 
tell. The people that attended were Gordan 
Harde, who was carving a duck head. Wait a 
minute, what happened to the rest of the duck ? 
You know; he almost always comes in with 
something new. Like what happened to that 
Puffin he was carving. He said it went to a 
gallery! But who knows with him. So next time 
you all see him ask him about that Puffin or 
duck head ? Also at the meeting was Mr.Spears 
and he was doing a relief carving with sea 
faering pictures on it . It looked quite nice. And 
at the meeting of course was Mr.Brown. Who 
for most of the meeting was trying to load a 
chainsaw safety course on computer. I don©t 
know if Mr.Brown did any carving ? We also 
had Mr.Merrick who was carving something 
but I can©t remember what it was. Sorry About 
that Mr.Merrick. At the meeting was also 
Scotty he was carving a Christmas ornament. 
One of the 53  ornaments or so. Mr.Maxwell 
was carving a dragon and his 
wife Mrs.Maxwell was carving a cotton wood 
bark house. Both are coming along nicely. 
Charley was also there he was carving another 
one of those rare basswoodyess fish. Some 
guys have all the luck. I tried to carve one of 
those rare fish and well I have been working on 
it for the last three years. I was there of course. 
And I was working on my Great Horned Owl. 
And then there that guy. He always comes to 
the meetings. And he brings his nice looking 
son. His son must take after his mother for 

his brains and his nice looks. OH wait a minute 
I know who that guy is he©s my Dad Kevin 
White. Yep he is a good carver. But on 
Wednesday night he was going though the 
great debate on wether to make his chickadee 
smooth or fuzzy. We still don©t know what he 
decided Oh well. And also at the meeting we 
discussed our booth at the show and what we 
were going to do with it. But the rest is top 
secret. Only those in the chapter know what is 
going on. Sort of like the FBI. I just coined this 
term. Central Maine will lead the way !! OH I 
almost forgot we had COOKIES. OH they were 
so good YUM !!!!!!!  Our next meeting will be 
on wednesday the 15th. At Dave Brown©s house 
from six to eight. 

Reporter, 

Jarod       

 

 
 
 

Downeast Woodcarvers 
 
No Report this month 
  

 
Poland Spr ing Carvers 

 
No Report this month  
                  
Chuck Friis 
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.  Wood ‘n’  Things 
 

So…by now you have a whole box of things you’ve carved over the summer;  some to enter into competition and 
lots to sell at your Wood ‘n’  Things booth. 
   
Did you go through all your carving “stuff”  and set aside those things (including books and old magazines) that 
you’ re not using anymore?  Pass them on to the new folks and make space for the “absolutely must have”  things 
you’ ll want to add to your carving “stuff” .  
  
We hope you’ re feeling especially generous, because we would love to have donated items.  All proceeds go into 
the Treasury and then back to you again by way of seminars and special projects.  
  
We will sell your items for you;  all you have to do is drop them off at the booth.  In return, MWCA retains a 
small percentage (10%), which goes back into member benefits. 
   
We will accept items priced at $100.00 or  less.  You control the price for the items you submit.  You may submit 
up to ten (10) carvings/creations.  There is no limit to the number of carving related magazines and books which 
you may submit.  
  
We will accept your carvings, carving kits, ornaments and/or artwork.  Because of possible space limitations, we 
will display at least five of your items at any time 
 
We’ ll also be selling MWCA hats, aprons, T-shirts, etc., and accepting your Christmas ornaments for the Good 
Will-Hinckley Festival of Trees. 

Thanks in advance, 
  

The ladies at the Wood ‘n’  Things booth 
Contact Wilma Sarna if you have any questions 

                                                                                                          207  729-5838 or sarna@prexar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
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Financial Report MWCA 
September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008 
 
Starting Balance $5,195.60 
 
INCOME: 
Memberships  $847.00 
Downeast Booth Rentals 200.00 
Donation        5.00 
Total Income $1,052.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
Newsletter Editor, Sep  40.00 
Albison Printing, Sep Newsletter 213.86 
Prize Solicitation, postage, etc. 32.00 
Publicity, posters/flyers 2.15 
Booth Solicitation, envel/postage 82.83 
Secretary, postage/misc. 51.87 
Trailer Registration, 2 yr. 43.00 
Ground Round Restaurant Rental 75.00 
Insurance, Trailer & Contents 206.00 
Downeast Show Ribbons      408.47 
Total Expense $1,155.18 
 
Ending Balance $5,092.42 
 
Details of any transaction are available from 
 the Treasurer, Wilma Sarna 
 
 
 
 
 
As all of you might have noticed there is a change in our Featured Carver. Only a week ago Pat Miller called 
and told our President that she swould be unable to fill that position, so a call went out, and Ron Dobson has 
volunteerd to be our Featured Carver. A real big thanks to Ron.
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LEARNING RELIEF-CARVING; A Different Approach 
 

By R.B. Spear 
 
 
   Having carved pictures into boards (i.e. relief-carving) for well over forty years, I only recently stopped to 
notice how the popular books and instructors are teaching this art to novices today. I was surprised by what I 
found. 
 
These days the would-be relief-carver is given a piece of soft-wood board with a picture penciled onto it.  He is 
told to cut carefully along the lines of this image precisely to the full depth of the background and then to remove 
all the wood that will not be part of the raised image.  Only after all of this wood is removed and the background 
is at full depth and level, is the student-carver instructed to begin defining and molding the surfaces of the picture 
he intends to create. 
 
To make the carving process more interesting, while improving the chances of producing an acceptable piece of 
the work on the first attempt, I would suggest a different approach. Why not begin outlining and molding the 
picture at once?  For the novice, this has two distinct advantages over cutting back the entire background to full 
depth at once: 
 

(1) defining and shaping of the picture gives the learner immediate practice with a variety of tools and cuts 
and can give him an immediate sense of accomplishment as he sees a finished product beginning to take 
shape under his hands, and 

 
(2) cutting into the background gradually and only as the definition of picture elements requires it, is a good 

way of avoiding high, steep-sided foreground areas. In inexperienced hands, such sharply-edged surfaces 
are subject to accidents, even when they are not very narrow and perpendicular to the grain of the wood. 
If you have ever seen a first-timer “spoil”  a project with a single slip while it is still in its cutting-back 
phase, you may well agree with me that the immediate exposure of the background to full depth 
jeopardizes the vulnerable achievement of the learner-and may not be the best way of teaching relief-
carving. 

 
   The two advantages I see in cutting to the background at once are these: 
 

(1) It is a clear instruction, easily-understood by the novice, and 
(2)  for the experienced carver who has his project precisely planned, * it may well be much faster. 

 
I would argue, however, that neither of these considerations should weigh as heavily with a teacher as the need of 
every new relief-carver to produce as soon as possible something to be proud of! 
 
*  
Speaking of planning, there is much to be said for developing an undulating background whoe movement can 
dramatically enhance the impact of your relief picture. 
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A reminder from the editor.  After October my list is revised and anyone  who has not renewed will not continue 
to receive the newsletter.  I apologise for not putting a reminder in before and thanks to Wilma for  sending me 
the above notice. 
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  22000088  CCaarrvviinngg  ddaatteess  ttoo  rreemmeemmbbeerr::  
::  
    
October 3 – 13              Topsfield Fair                 Topsfield, MA 
October 18- 19               Maine Woodcarvers Association Annual Show             Augusta, ME 
October               Chesapeake Wildfowl Expo    Salisbury, MD 
October               NEWCA Spirit of Wood Annual Show               Bedford, MA 
November   Wildlife Art Show     Topsfield, MA 
November   Waterfowl Carving Show    Easton, MD 
 
 
 
You can find MWCA online at www.mainewoodcarvers.org  
 
 
 

MMWWCCAA  CCHHAAPPTTEERR**   DDAATTEESS,,  TTIIMMEESS  aanndd  LLOOCCAATTIIOONNSS  
 
CAPITAL CARVERS 
Every Thursday, 6-8 PM 
445-2078 Lloyd Clark 
George Gunning’s workshop 
Legion Park Road, Windsor, ME 
 
CARVER STREET CARVERS 
Every Tuesday, 1-3 PM  
Barbara McCutcheon 453-6048 
Seton Village Senior Center, 1 Carver Street, 
Waterville, ME 
 
CENTRAL MAINE CARVERS 
6-8 PM, 3rd  Wednesday, monthly 
873-3370, Dave Brown 
32 Burleigh St., Waterville, ME 
 
 
 

 
COASTAL CARVERS 
4th Saturday, 1 PM 
563-2034, Jim Wade 
D&L Printers, Route 1, Newcastle, ME 
 
SOUTH COAST CARVERS 
4th Tuesday, 7-8:30 PM 
603-664-2813, George Calef 
Crossings at Fox Run Mall, Goslin Rd,  
Newington, NH 
 
STREAKED MOUNTAIN WOOD CARVERS 
2nd Saturday, 1 PM 
388-2472, Bob Perry 
Sumner, ME 
 
 
 *Check for possible changes in schedule 
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Maine Woodcarvers Assn. Officers: 
 
President  
Robert H. Perry  
80 Gammon Road Sumner, ME 04292 
(207) 388-2472, merribob@megalink.net 
 
Vice President  
Chuck Perry 
P.O. Box 154 
Raymond, ME 04071 
 
Secretary  
Barbara Wade  
PO Box 398, Newcastle, ME 04553 
(207) 563-2034, barbara_wade@hotmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer  
Wilma Sarna  
336 Harpswell Islands Rd., Harpswell, ME 
04079  
(207) 729-5838,sarna@prexar.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directors: 
 
Past President  
Dave Brown  
32 Burleigh St., Waterville, ME 04901 
(207) 873-3370, browndd@adelphia.net 
 
Ed Beach  
P.O. Box 157, Readfield, ME 04355 
(207) 685-4779, edbeach@adelphia.net 
 
Central Maine Carvers 
Jim Violette  
75 Violette Ave., Waterville, ME 04901 
(207) 873-2155, tvjim@adelphia.net  
 

Coastal Carvers  
Carol Durgin  
73 Bridge Rd., Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 442-7005, sibs3@suscom-maine.net  
 
 
South Coast Carvers 
Bob Philippe  
11 Deborah Ave., Sanford, ME 04073 
(207) 490-1003, duckcrvr@verizon.net  
 
Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers 
Whitewolf  
8 Summerland,, South Paris, ME 04281 
(207)743-6822 ,wolfandlaura@hotmail.com 
 
Representative to New England Woodcarvers 
Inc.: 
Paul Durant, 9 Roy St., Rochester, NH 03867 
(603) 332-3247, pauldurant@verizon.net 
 
 
 

Notice of publication 
The Maine Carver is published monthly by the 
Maine Wood Carvers Association, a non-profit 
501 (C)(3) organization dedicated to the 
education, promotion, and advancement of artists 
who express themselves in wood.  
 
Please submit all material for The Maine Carver 
before the 25th of the month for the next month©s 
publication.  
  
Membership Fees: Individual Member: $15, 
Family $22.50, annually.  All membership fees 
are due and payable by September 1.  
  
The Maine Carver accepts advertisements 
without making any guarantees implied or 
otherwise as to the quality of products or 
services advertised, or delivery of these 
products/services. The Maine Wood Carvers 
Association shall not be held accountable for 
typos and other errors appearing in The Maine 
Carver 
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Barbara McCutcheon, Editor  
13 L iber ty Street 
Fair field, ME 04937 
(207)453-6048 
email:  barb72@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
……. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS ! 

 
In this issue ……. 
 
            Chapter  Reports  &  Notices 
 
 
            October  Show Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      Advertising in the MAINE CARVER 
 
Members (non professional) are permitted one 
free 1/8 page advertisement in any month. 
 
ALL other advertisements are charged 
according to the following schedule: 
 
½ page ad = $20 per month - $240/yr 
¼ page ad = $10 per month - $120/yr 
�  page ad = $5 per month - $60/yr 
 
½ pg = 3.25” x 9.5” or 6.5” x 4.75” 
¼ pg = 3.25” x 4.75” 
�  pg = 3.25” x 2.25”    
 
[A non-professional does not sell carvings] 
 
[A �  page ad approximates a business size 
card] 
 
Payment for advertising, made by check made 
out to Maine Woodcarvers Association, must be 
received in advance by; Barbara McCutcheon, 
Editor 

13 Liberty Street 
Fairfield, ME 04937 


